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Patents. P. 0. Box 1450. 
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Diane J. H^strom 

Dated: September 22. 2006 

In the event that this Paper 
is late filed, and the 
necessary petition for 
extension of time is not filed 
concurrently herewith, please 
consider this as a Petition 
'for the requisite extension of 
time, and to the extent not 
tendered by credit card (Form PTO-2038 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT attached hereto), authorization to 

~" charge the extension fee. or any other fee 

required in connection with this 
Commissioner for Patents Paper, to Account No. 06-1378. 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

Submitted herewith is a copy of the International 
Preliminary Report on Patentability (IPRP) and Written Opinion 
dated June 20, 2006, which were issued in an International 
Application on which the present application is based. The 
International Search Report was submitted with the prior IDS 
filed April 7, 2006. Said IPRP is identified on the enclosed 
form PTO/SB/08B. 

The English language IPRP and Written Opinion constitute an 
explanation of relevance of non-English documents identified 
therein (MPEP 609.04 (a) III). 

Further to the Information Disclosure Statement filed 
April 7, 2006, submitted herewith are full copies and 
commercially available English language Abstracts of each of the 
Japanese documents listed under "FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS" in the 
Form PTO/SB/08A filed April 7, 2006. 



Also submitted herewith is a new Form PTO/SB/08A listing all 
of the Japanese documents and also indicating that English 
language Abstracts are supplied for each of the Japanese 
documents . 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner return 
initialed copies of the attached Forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B 
submitted herewith to indicate that all of the Japanese documents 
and U.S. patent documents listed therein have been considered and 
made of record. 
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JP 
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JP 
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11-15-1994 
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JP 
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JP 
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05-21-1999 
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JP 
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OLYMPUS OPTICAL 


07-03-2003 
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JP 


2002-214707 
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OLYMPUS OPTICAL 
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JP 


2003-233032 
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08-22-2003 
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JP 
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12-08-1995 
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JP 
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05-19-1995 




X 






JP 
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JP 
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* {JXAM1NUR : Initial it reference considered, whetner or not citation is m contormance wi 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 1 See kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard 
ST. 3) . 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind 
of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Place a check here if English translation is 
attached. 
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